
POLICY ON HOMEWORK 
This policy is rooted in Our Mission Statement that aims to foster learning and to work in partnership with parents.  

 

Rationale  

Regular homework is a valuable aspect of the learning process.  It is directly responsible for the following: 

 Reinforcing and enhancing learning already covered in class  

 Fostering responsibility  

 Promoting good study and organisation habits 

 Providing opportunities for the student in answering questions properly which is essential for exam 

purposes 

 Helping teachers, parents and students to identify problem areas where extra help may be needed. 

 Developing lifelong habits for learning 

 

Definition of Homework 

Homework may consist of: 

 Review and revision of day’s class work 

 Reading & Learning 

 Written assignments 

 Study & preparation of tests & Exams 

 

 

Goals  

 To supplement the work done in class  

 To enhance academic achievements of the students 

 To provide opportunities for students, teachers and parents to evaluate progress 

 To encourage parents to take an interest in and share responsibility for their student’s work and 

progress.  This will be done by monitoring the homework journal on a weekly basis 

 

Content  

We recommend/expect that: 

 Students be committed to doing homework in a planned and consistent manner 

 Students make out a study timetable 

 Teachers check homework and give feedback to students regularly 

 Consideration is given to students with special educational needs 

 Homework set will be purposeful and meaningful 

 Students note assigned homework in their homework journal  

 Pupils are advised in homework and study skills 

 Students devote the following time to homework each night (as summarised in the homework journal) 

Year Homework/Study 

1 1 – 1½ hours 

2 2 hours 

3 2½ - 3 hours (including weekends)  

TY 2 hours, in order to keep up to date with current tasks and assignments 

5 3 – 4 hours 

6 4 hours (including weekends) 

 

 Homework is completed neatly and on time  

 Parents will be informed through the journal when students do not complete homework and tasks 

 Sanctions are imposed for non-compliance of this policy at the discretion of the teacher 

 Records of homework, grades and comments are kept by the class teacher 

 

Roles and Responsibilities  
Board of Management 

 Ensure the policy is developed and evaluated regularly 

 Approve the policy 

 Receive reports from the Principal on the implementation of the policy 

 



Principal / Deputy Principal 

 Monitor and implement the policy 

 

Staff/Teacher 

 Implement the policy 

 Review homework assignments and provide feedback to students 

 Communicate to parents in the homework journal 

 

Parents 

 Support the school policy 

 Provide suitable conditions for homework 

 Encourage student to do homework 

 See that the suggested amount of time as outlined in the journal is spent on homework  

 Check that homework is done 

 Check the student’s journal on a regular basis 

Students 

 Note all homework in homework diaries 

 Note when no homework was given for a subject. 

 Do all homework and present it properly 

 

Success Criteria 

 

1. Good quality homework being presented 

2. Parents and pupils are satisfied with the effectiveness of this policy 

3. No stress / pressure on pupils and teachers in relation to homework issues 

4. Parents are supporting the implementation of the policy at school 

 

Monitoring Procedures 

 

1. The Principal, Deputy Principal, Year Heads and subject teachers meet once a term to monitor the 

implementation 

2. A record is kept of students who fail to do homework and sanctions are given. 

 

 

Support  

Supervised study is available for two hours after school for students who wish to avail of it 

 

Review Procedure 

The Policy is reviewed by the staff in October each year  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Homework policy minutes 

Alan, Shane, Suzanne 

Hours spent on homework were reviewed.  It was decided to ensure that the policy agreed with the Journal.  

Rationale to be included in time spent on TY, 3rd & 6th year  homework.   

Change of rationale to have this first: Reinforcing and enhancing learning already covered in class  

 

Definition of homework to include reading & learning  

Policy to be kept concise…any repetition in goals/definition is to be deleted  

Content sentences to match the intro line “we recommend that”  

Alan agreed to write up the corrections for review in the next meeting 14th October  


